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AMERICA AT WAR
“The days of the Saddam Hussein regime are numbered.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld

(GROUND FORCES ATTACK

DESERTED BAGHDAD IS POUNDED BY MISSILES

RAMZI HAIDAR/Agence France Presse

Smoke and flames billow from the building housing the Iragi Planning Ministry in Baghdad after it was hit by a missile Thursday. The Iragi capital came under heavy U.S.-led bombardment
on day two of the war, with at least three buildings being destroyed by coalition missiles and bombs.

First allied casualties
reported in Kuwait
helicopter accident

By PATRICK E. TYLER
New York Times News Service

Kuwait City, Kuwait — Supported by
relentless artillery barrages, Ameri-
can and British armed forces pushed
from Kuwait into the Iragi desert on
Thursday as cruise missiles struck at
the heart of Baghdad.

The missiles struck an area of Iraqi
government buildings on the banks of
the Tigris River, sending plumes of
black smoke into the sky above a de-
serted city.

As the Pentagon expressed satisfac-
tion with the results of the early
stages of the war, the first American
and British casualties were reported.
Military officials said 16 American
marines and British royal comman-
dos were killed when their CH-53 Sea
Stallion helicopter crashed in Kuwait
on return from a mission in southern
Irag. No further details were immedi-
ately available.

The American and British advance
into southern Iraq followed a raid on
Baghdad by stealth fighters and an at-
tack with cruise missiles intended to
destabilize the Iragi government by
killing Saddam. American intelli-
gence officials were trying to deter-
mine on Thursday night whether any
Iraqgi leaders were hit by this first
strike of the war. The Pentagon sug-
gested that some senior Iraqi officials
might have been killed or injured.
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INSIDE

The state of Connecticut is taking homeland secu-
rity seriously during wartime. Thursday, it put state

troopers on trains throughout the state and beefed
up security at the Millstone Power Station in antici-

The intelligence President Bush relied on to
launch Tomahawk missiles Wednesday aimed at
taking out Iragi President Saddam Hussein came
from an unlikely source — civilian informants in

Peace-time missions are tough enough to endure
for submariners and their families. But how do you
explain to your children that you're leaving for war?
Day reporter Robert A. Hamilton talks to the crew

Edward Peck, the former ambassador to Iraq under
President Reagan, spoke at Conn College Thursday.
Although he said he hoped he was wrong, he said
his experience with the region leaves him fearing a

The first school day after the war began, some stu-
dents at Robert E. Fitch Senior High School longed
to be able to watch the latest news on television
during classes or study halls. But the televisions re-
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