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Concern for loved ones invades lives of satlors’ families

Jennifer
Forehand, whose
husband is
aboard the
nuclear
submarine USS
Providence in the
Middle East,
with sons Joshua,
4, left, and
Caleb, 2, outside
their Groton
home on
Thursday.

SUZANNE
OUELLETTE The Day

From Al

That the Providence can perform its
duty so far from the war front provides
comfort to some of the crew’s family
members and friends. But others say
they still can’t help but worry:.

“Yes, I'm worried,” Vanessa Rinaldo
said. “I know he’s probably safer than
the guys on the ground crawling on
their bellies, but it doesn’t help. I'm still
worried.”

Holly Trahan of Groton, whose
boyfriend, Chris Rogers, is a nuclear
mechanic on the Providence, said she’s
had an easier time mobilizing for war
the second time around. With the
Afghanistan experience still fresh in
their minds, she and Rogers had more
time to prepare for his deployment this
time.

“Last time, they were right at the be-
ginning of everything,” Trahan said.

Like many others with loved ones on
the Providence, Trahan looks forward
to the e-mail messages she receives

‘I worry about him, and pray that he’ll be safe.
He’s doing his civic duty, and | admire that.’

Jennifer Baker of Mobile, Ala., sister of USS Providence crewman Craig Forehand

from Rogers. They marvel at how their
counterparts could have fared in previ-
ous wars with no e-mail or cell phones.

“I'll be just fine,” Jason Rinaldo, 25,
wrote March 12 in an e-mail to his fa-
ther, Larry Rinaldo. “I’'m not scared, so
none of you should be. I'll get back to
you as soon as | can. Say ‘hi’ to every-
one. Take care and no worries. J.”

Larry Rinaldo was a Vietnam veter-
an before he met his future wife. Infre-
quent letters were his only communica-
tion with his family. Vanessa’s father
served in World War Il as a young man
and had the same infrequent and unre-
liable way of contacting home.

Access to the outside media can have
its drawbacks for the troops, said Jen-

nifer Forehand, wife of Craig Fore-
hand, a machinist mate on the Provi-
dence. Jennifer Forehand said she
“feels ashamed” when she sees reports
of anti-war protests. She said she
knows the troops are troubled by the
protests and wonders whether they; too,
will be targeted when they return
home.

Forehand’s sister, Jennifer Baker of
Mobile, Ala., said she has mixed feel-
ings about her brother’s involvement in
the war. Baker said she is proud of her
brother, as she herself prepares for her
commission in the Air Force in May.
But she also is worried about his safety,
and how the war protests will affect his
morale.

“I worry about him, and pray that
he’ll be safe,” Baker said. “He’s doing
his civic duty, and | admire that.”

The Forehands, who live in Groton,
have two sons, ages 4 and 2. Jennifer
Forehand said the boys keep her busy
so that she doesn’t worry too much
about her husband. She has been
watching CNN too much, she said,
adding, “I'm getting sick of it.”

The boys know that their father is far
away, she said. The youngest walks
around saying, “lI miss Daddy,” she
said, echoing his older brother’s senti-
ments. The boys think their father is on
a great adventure, but one that is very
different from his actual duties.

“What they think he’s doing is find-
ing new sharks,” Jennifer Forehand
said. “I have to find some sharks on the
Internet to show them.

“Even if 1 did tell them, they wouldn’t
understand.”

c.bessette@theday.com

Veterans see war with Iraq as inevitable, predict decisive victory

From Al

“As far as going to war, it's more than
video games,” said Bob Kopley, 69, of
New London, who served on a Navy de-
stroyer in 1953 during the Korean War.
“It’s very serious business. There’s no
music playing like in the movies.”

Kopley and dozens of other veterans
who popped in the club for lunch or a
quick drink were confident and re-
laxed. War was inevitable, they said, be-
cause Saddam Hussein'’s regime had to
be toppled.

They agreed, too, that a U.S. victory
would be both swift and decisive and
that, regardless of personal politics, all
Americans should support the troops.

After the war, they said, the real chal-
lenge would be rebuilding Iraqg.

Patrons’ opinions varied about the
true motivation for the U.S. attack. And,
despite their confidence in America’s
military might, some veterans were
anxious. They had seen war and could
empathize with the soldiers facing bat-
tlein Irag.

“I think everybody’s nervous, but it
has to be done,” said Joseph Radecki

Jr., 51, a Navy veteran from Norwich
who served on submarines as a store-
keeper. His father served in World
War 11, his grandfather in Word War
1.

Radecki held a bottle of beer at the
bar and glanced at a television. The
headline “Smoke rising from three lo-
cations in Baghdad” flashed across the
screen.

“They smacked us on September
11th pretty hard,” he said, linking Sad-
dam and the terrorists who attacked
the World Trade Center and the Penta-
gon. “We should have smacked them
September 12th.”

The submarine veterans club has
about 1,550 members who either served
on a submarine or have a strong tie to
the military. Patrons come for beer, $3
hamburgers, chili so spicy that “it will
make you sweat” and the camaraderie
they found in the service.

That military bond brought John
Casey, 56, of Groton City, in for a beer
Thursday with his wife. Wearing a blue
cap that read “Vietnam Veteran,” he di-
vided his attention among a touch-

screen video game, television news re-
ports and his drink.

Casey supports President Bush’s mil-
itary action and was troubled by grow-
ing anti-war protests in the last few
months. Activists often overlook the
price of liberty when they are picketing
the military, he said.

“The freedom you have, it was
earned by a veteran,” said Casey, who
served in Vietnam in 1968 and 1969.
“Some people forget that.”

At a table in a back room, two bulky
men lingered over empty lunch plates.
They sipped beers and poked fun at
politicians. Wednesday night, Senate
Minority Leader Tom Daschle, D-South
Dakota, went too far in criticizing
Bush, they said.

“Is Daschle French?” asked Jim
Keefe, 63, playing on France’s opposi-
tion to the war.

Across the table, Ross Cowan, 53,
laughed. He served in the Army’s 9th
Infantry Division for almost two
years during the Vietnam War. He
said he supports the war but is wary
that politics could prolong the con-

flict the same way it did in Southeast
Asia.

“It’ll take as long as politicians want
it to,” he said of the fight in Iraq. “If
they’re serious about regime change,
let the soldiers do their jobs. If not, let’s
pack up and go home.”

After listening to Bush address the
nation Wednesday night, Cowan felt
confident that this wasn’t going to be
another protracted war, such as Viet-
nam.

In the opposite corner, Kopley and
three other veterans passed around a
pitcher of beer. They joked that people’s
perception of war has been distorted by
television and movies. Most viewers
see war as another episode of reality
TV or an action movie.

“If Bruce Willis was there, we’'d be
out in two days,” quipped Rob Davis.

Joking aside, Davis, 55, a retired
Naval engineer, questioned the United
States presence in Irag.

“I think we’re doing the right thing,
but I don’t think we’re doing the right
thing for the right reasons,” he said,
adding that other countries — such as

Patrons’ opinions varied
about the true
motivation for the U.S.
attack. And, despite
their confidence in
America’s military
might, some veterans
were anxious. They had
seen war and could
empathize with the
soldiers facing battle in
Iraqg.

North Korea — pose a more imminent
threat to the United States. “If this was
Ethiopia, it wouldn’t be happening.
They don’t have oil.”

A few of his friends grumbled to
show their disagreement. They talked
about the speed of the first Gulf War

like kids reciting big leaguers’ batting
averages.

“One hundred hours,” said David
Lees, 51, a retired Naval engineer from
Ledyard. “That’s all the ground war
took in the Gulf War.”

This time is different, someone
pointed out. The United States is trying
to eliminate a single man, Saddam Hus-
sein. Even if Baghdad falls in two days,
Saddam could hide for months.

“They haven’t found Jimmy Hoffa
yet,” said Kopley; finishing the last bite
of his hot dog.

“They haven’t found Osama, either,”
Davis said.

No one laughed.

When a waitress brought another
pitcher of beer, Bob Scent, 52, had a
dark thought.

“It makes you wonder,” he said. “Did-
n’'t Nostradamus say the end of the
world was supposed to come from the
Middle East?”

Everyone at the table paused.

“Yeah,” Lees said, “but he said it was
supposed to come at the millennium.”

a.ryan@theday.com

TODAY, ALL STORES OPEN 9AM-10PM°

UPER SALE

4-HOUR EARLY BIRD SPEGIALS

SATURDAY, 9AM-1PM

4 HOURS ONLY!

4 HOURS ONLY!

4 HOURS ONLY!

4 HOURS ONLY!

24.99

MISSES’ & PETITES’ BETTER SWEATERS

Total savings of 40-60%. By Jeanne Pierre, Valerie Stevens, more.
Reg. $43-$65, Curr. 29.99-39.99

40" OFF

LADIES’ PANT SETS & SKIRT SETS
By Sag Harbor and Amanda Smith. Reg. $72-$100, Curr. 49.99-69.99,
4 HOURS 42.99-59.99

40" OFF o

ALL GIRLS’ EASTER DRESSES
By Rare Editions, Baby Togs, more. Reg. $30-$100,
Curr. 19.99-69.99, 4 HOURS 17.99-59.99

MEN’S JOHN ASHFORD BASKETBALL SHORTS

Extra 15% off for total savings of 40%.
Reg. $18, Curr. 11.99

4 HOURS ONLY!

40" OFF

LADIES’ SAG HARBOR SEPARATES

Jackets, pants and more. Reg. $30-$50,
Curr. 21.99-29.99, 4 HOURS 17.99-29.99

4 HOURS ONLY!

40" OFF s

ALL PLAYTEX BRAS
Reg. $20-528,
4 HOURS $12-16.80

4 HOURS ONLY!

9 99 ENTIRE
] STOCK
ALL ALREADY-REDUCED JUST FRIENDS DENIM JEANS

Total savings of 50%.
Orig. $20 pr., Was 13.99 pr.

4 HOURS ONLY!

0
4“ A’ nFF ENTIRE
STOCK
ALL MEN'S FINE GAUGE KNITS BY BRANDINI & SLATES

Extra 10% off. Reg. $36-$45,
Curr. 24.99-29.99, 4 HOURS 21.60-26.99

4 HOURS ONLY!

21.99

MISSES’ & PETITES’ LEE CAPRI PANTS
Extra 25% off for total savings of 40%. Cargo
or carpenter styles. Reg. $36 pr,, Curr. 27.99 pr.

4 HOURS ONLY!

ol" OFF

LEATHER HANDBAGS BY AURIELLE & VALERIE STEVENS
Extra 10-15% off. Reg. $40-586,
Curr. 23.99-49.99, 4 HOURS 19.99-42.99

4 HOURS ONLY!

24.99

LADIES’ CASUAL COMFORT SHOES & CLOGS
Extra 35% off for total savings of 55-60%. By
Clarks and Easy Spirit. Reg. 59.99-69.99, Curr. 39.99 pr.

4 HOURS ONLY!

ol" OFF

MEN’S CLAIBORNE PLEATED POPLIN PANTS
4 H%%gﬁssg%.ss

4 HOURS ONLY!

EXTRA 15" OFF

MISSES’ CONTEMPORARY SPRING JACKETS

Total savings of 60%. By Giacca and Esprit.
Reg. $90, Curr. 39.99 ea., 4 HOURS 33.99 EA.

4 HOURS ONLY!

29.99 o

ALL 14KT. GOLD EARRINGS'"
Extra 25% off.
Curr. 39.99 pr.

4 HOURS ONLY!

14.99

JUNIORS’ JEANS & PANTS
Extra 25-50% off for total savings of 55-60%.
By I.e.i., Angels and more. Curr. 19.99-29.99

4 HOURS ONLY!

5“% nFF ENTIRE
STOCK
ALL MEN'S CHAPS DRESS SLACKS

Extra 20% off. Reg. $110-$125,
Curr. 69.99-79.99, 4 HOURS 54.99-67.99

Super Sale and Customer Appreciation Days end Saturday, March 22, 2003. Early Birds are 9am-1pm on Saturday, March 22, 2003 only. tEXTRA 15% & 10% DISCOUNT GOOD ON ANY SALE OR CLEARANCE PURCHASE ONLY. MAXIMUM DISCOUNT IS
10% IN OUR HOME STORE. NO DISCOUNT on cosmetics, fragrances, Fine Jewelry Best Values, Fine Jewelry watches and Special Collections, Ideology, Levi’s®, Dockers®, Slates, Men’s, Guys’ 8-20 and Kids’ Designer Collections, Men’s Designer dress shirts, Men’s Columbia,
Easy Spirit, Last-Day and 3-Day-Only specials, Calvin Klein Home, Charisma, Royal Velvet, All-Clad, Henckels, Waterford, Wedgwood, small electrics, personal care, fitness, electronic gifts, vacuums, special orders, gift cards, mail, phone or internet orders. Prior sales excluded. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices.
ttBraun Manufacturer Mail-In rebate ends December 31, 2003. Rebate available at the register in CT. t1tIn Better Jewelry; total savings apply to Regular prices.**Excludes Designer Collections and Ladies’ Coats. ***Total savings apply to Regular prices.

*TODAY, ALL STORES OPEN 9AM-10PM EXCEPT BOSTON, MA & STAMFORD, CT CLOSE AT 9PM.

CHARGE IT WITH FILENE’S
WE ALSO WELCOME VISA
MASTERCARD AND DISCOVER
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1-800-345-3637
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