
big grin on his face.
“Permission to spin up tubes?”

Svensson asked.
“No way,” the captain responded, an

exaggerated look of disbelief on his
face, after giving the clock on the wall a
quick glance. “That’s got to be a
record.”

Kan ordered “battle rats,” a quick
evening meal, in case more combat was
ordered. His instincts proved accurate.

Most of the crew were just finishing
their dinner of barbecue pork sand-
wiches when the call to battle stations
went out again. The men scrambled to
their posts to prepare for the next
launch, this one much larger.

“This is going to be an all-nighter,”
Chief Electronics Technician Michael
Simmons said as battle stations from
the second strike broke up. He was
right. The call for a third strike went
out later in the night.

Up in the control center, preparing
for the strike, the battle-stations crew
was tracking ships that were a distance
away. At night in the Red Sea, the light
of a missile can be easily seen from
afar.

Every one of the Providence’s Toma-
hawk missiles departed without a
hitch, and Kan lifted the battle-stations
order for the second time that evening.

Sonar Technician 1st Class Daniel D.
King Jr. stuck his head into the ward-
room a little later and announced, “We
hope you people enjoyed the in-flight
movie, brought to you courtesy of the
reload party.”

As the captain was congratulating
the crew for another impressive per-
formance, a song by The Cult, “Wake
Up Time For Freedom,” played.

“Wake up time for freedom
before the night prevails”

■ ■ ■ 

Friday night the Red Sea had a little
more chop, so the periscope view was
covered with water droplets, giving the
brilliant light from the launches a star-
burst effect as the missiles raced across
the video screen in the control room.

In the crew’s dining area, 35 or more
men crammed onto bench seats to
watch, crowding a spot that normally
accommodates only 24.

“There’s more people onboard than
there are jobs in battle stations, but
everybody has to be up and ready to
go,” said Lt. J.G. Skevos “Steve” Psaras.

Assembling all the extra people in
the mess, he said, serves a number of

purposes. They can be quickly account-
ed for in the event of a problem on the
ship, and they can quickly form into a
damage control team in the event of
fire or flooding.

The gathering also allows the men to
watch the wide-screen television show-
ing the periscope view of the launches.
It is a sight that captivates the crew. No
one in the mess is distracted by cards or
video games.

“This is what we came out here to
do,” said Psaras. “Nobody is going to
miss it.”

Each time a Tomahawk blasted from
one of the torpedo tubes there was a
sharp hiss of air and the ship shud-
dered. The video screen was filled with
a brilliant green flash as the rocket
booster ignited under the water, then
there was a burst of white, yellow and
red as it broke the surface.

“Get some, baby,” shouted one sailor
as a missile left.

“If you can read this, you are too
close,” joked another, reciting the
words of a familiar bumper sticker.

“If you can read this, run!” rejoined
another.

“That’s your normal relief of ten-
sion right there,” said Chief Hospital
Corpsman Michael “Doc” Shoulberg.

“Impressive, very impressive,” said
Yeoman 1st Class Rick Magtira, who
had never witnessed a launch before.
“Watching it go underwater before it
takes off it probably the best part — the
calm before the storm. Then you see all
that spray, and it takes off.”

Electronics Technician 2nd Class Pe-
ter J. Koester agreed.

“The torpedo tube launches really
surprised me,” Koester said. “They’re
really quite beautiful going up. Very
ironic.

“You get that rush of adrenaline
when you see them break the surface,
and then kind of stand there transfixed
as they fade off into the distance. I’ve
seen videos, but it doesn’t really cap-
ture what we saw and felt tonight.
There’s something different about be-
ing here live.”

Koester has been to the Middle East
before with the Providence. He served
aboard in the late 1990s, including a
1998 deployment during a tense time in
the Arabian Gulf.

Soon after the Providence returned
home, several Navy ships struck Iraq in
Operation Desert Fox, a missile attack
ordered by President Clinton after
learning of the Iraq government’s at-
tempt to assassinate his predecessor,
President George H.W. Bush.

Koester was on shore duty at the
Naval Submarine Support Facility in
Groton when the Providence fired the
opening shots of Operation Enduring
Freedom against the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan in 2001.

He said he was fairly confident he
would not miss “the show” this time.

“Watching the news in the months
leading up to this deployment,” he said,
“I had a feeling that something was go-
ing to happen this time.”

■ ■ ■ 

Before the night’s salvo was over, the
crew got to see a vertically launched
missile, which rocked the submarine
slightly before it broached the surface
and the motor lit up.

“Here comes 1,000 pounds of love,”
yelled a crewman.

The air was filled with shouts of ex-
citement.

“Yee-ahhh.”
“Whoo-oo.”
The Providence crew also saw the

contrails of a Tomahawk that was fired
from a surface vessel.

“It was just like a Roman candle,”
said Lt. JG Jeff Yackeren. “They were
so far away when they shot, so I wasn’t
sure we would even see it.”

Ironically, the men in the torpedo
room, who get the missiles ready to fire,
are the only people in the crew who
never get to see the launch live because
there’s no video monitor down there.
They could watch the videotape later,
but usually they’re so tired they’d
rather sleep.

“I don’t know what day this is any-
more,” Seaman Jalil-Ali Shakur said in
the early hours of Saturday morning.
When his shipmates reminded him, he
calculated he had had one hour’s sleep
since Thursday morning.

“Every time we try to go do anything,
they man battle stations again,”
Shakur said.

Torpedoman 3rd Class Anthony H.
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Vinyl Replacement Windows

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

(860) 510-0418 
Old Saybrook

COASTAL WINDOW DISTRIBUTORS LLC
(860) 444-6400 

New LondonCT. Hic. # 578079
CALL ED

181661

10% OFF VINYL PATIO DOORS

$12400 $14700

• Replacement or New Construction •  

• 1” Tempered Insulated Glass •  

• Price Includes Screen and Hardware •  

5’ $414.00 

6’ $432.00 

8’ $517.00

Reg. Price

• NEW CONSTRUCTION VINYL WINDOWS •
• Intergral Nail Fin and J Channel • 

• Never An Extra Charge For Custom Sizes!! 
• Price Includes Screen and Colonial Grids!!

• Custom Made • Tilt in to Clean • All Welded Design • 
• Lifetime Transferable Factory Warranty • 

• Energy Efficient • Quality Made • Value Priced •

20% OFF
SPRING 

SPECIALS

Low E or Low E Argon Glass  
The glass option that pays you back

(white D.H. up to 101 united inches)
Priced From:

$9760
(white D.H. up 
to 2-0 x 3-0)

to

Reg.  
Price

FREE SECOND MONTH 
with this ad

PUBLIC SELF STORAGE
• 24 Hour Camera Security 
• Lowest Rates in S.E. CT

Call or Come In Today

642-1900
MURPHY’S MURPHY’S 
 STORAGE  STORAGE 
  DEPOT  DEPOT

*Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. 
Valid on new Contracts only. Expires May 31,2003.

25 Murphy Rd. 
Franklin, CT 06426 195811

Celebrating Groton’s 1st Anniversary

Get 2 Phones for
$59.99*

300 Shared Cellular Minutes 
350 Walkie Talkie Minutes 
Unlimited Nights & Weekends 
No Roaming or Long Distance

PLUS... 2 FREE PHONES 
See Store for details 

*2 phones, 2 sep. numbers

National Free Incoming
$59.99

400 Cellular Minutes 
Unlimited Walkie Talkie  
No Roaming or Long Distance

Need More Family 
Minutes? .. Just Ask

Nationwide Plans

$19.99

60 Whenever & Wherever  
 Minutes 
500 Weekend Minutes

Starting at

Family Plan 
A Nationwide Plan

$69.99

800 Whenever & Wherever  
 Unlimited Phone to Phone  
  Unlimited Weekends 
 Free Phone w/plans*

2 Convenient Locations
772 Long Hill Rd. 

(Groton Shopping Plaza) 
Groton, CT 06340 

860-448-CELL (2355)

301 Flanders Rd.  
(Across from True Value) 
East Lyme, CT 06333  
860-739-4PNC (4762)

 Coming Soon... Our Third Location 
Boston Post Road • Old Saybrook

194018

Starting at 
$34.99 and up

2 phones that 
share, $10 
each add.

(*See Store for Details)
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LIQUIDATION SALE 

ORIENTAL RUGS & RUNNERS 
ONCE IN A LIFETIME 

OPPORTUNITY
EVERYTHING MUST GO REGARDLESS OF PRICE 
ALL ARE GENUINE HANDMADE ORIENTAL RUGS 

FROM IRAN, PAKISTAN, INDIA & CHINA 
THOUSANDS TO CHOOSE FROM  

IN ALL SIZES 2X3 TO 12X18

$1 MILLION INVENTORY MUST GO 

50% TO 70% OFF 
entire inventory

At: HILTON HOTEL MYSTIC 
 20 Coogan Blvd. I-95 Exit 90 
 Saturday, March 29th, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Due to circumstances beyond our control, we are 
forced to liquidate a large collection of magnificent 
Persian and Oriental rugs in the U.S.A...

PLEASE NOTE:   If  you are  looking for  a  Persian rug 
for Investment as well as practical function to make 
your room more beautiful and more welcoming, this 
is  the  liquidation  sale  you  are  looking  for.  We will 
accommodate  you  for  almost  any  size  rug  and 
color that you want.

We Buy or Exchange Old Rugs 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

800-835-6120
Bring This Ad For Door Prize 

Terms:  Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express
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Providence fires more missiles

TIM COOK / The Day

■ Top, E4 Anthony
Thompson prepares a
Tomahawk cruise missile
for a second round of
strikes against Iraq in the
torpedo room of the USS
Providence in the Red Sea
Friday.

From A1

www.TheDay.com
See SUB page  A11

■ Left, Lt. j.g. Josh
Powere and Lt. j.g. John
Killila, foreground, work
the communications
station in the control room
of the USS Providence
during the second round of
Tomahawk strikes from
the Red Sea Friday.

Ask Academy Point

www.benchmarkquality.com

A Benchmark Senior Living Community

20 Academy Lane
Mystic, CT 06355

(Behind Mystic Pizza at the corner 
of Bank Street and Academy Lane)

My parents are getting older. Is 
it safe for them to be driving?

As we age our eyesight changes and our reaction time gets a bit slower.
Both are normal parts of aging and a problem with either can lead to
a car accident or the devastation of losing your driver's license.
Most seniors will not openly admit when driving becomes difficult.
However, they will stop driving at night and in unfamiliar 
surroundings. If you are concerned about your parents' driving safety,
make sure to check their vehicles for scratches and dents. Also, review
their insurance to ensure proper coverage if necessary.
At Academy Point we understand the experience of aging. Our personalized
service plans focus on everything needed to maintain and improve
health, vitality and independence. Scheduled transportation included!

For more information, and to schedule a no obligation
tour of our community, call 860-536-1133 today. 

195801


