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LETTERS TO THE DAY: READERS RESPOND TO WAR

Military need to know
we support them
To the Editor of The Day:

War is not easy, on anyone. You can
see the strain on the face of our presi-
dent, hear it in the voice of the
reporters, in the cries of young chil-
dren being put to bed at night with
out their mommies or daddies..

Nothing is more heart-wrenching
than the cries of a small child longing
for the touch of a parent, but the
March 19 letter from the army
reservist, Col. David Lahm from
Lyme, struck a cord that most will
never hear. It is the longing of the
man in the trenches to know that his
sacrifice will not be in vain.

Wars are fought and conflicts arise,
but the victors are determined by the
morale of those fighting.

Any athlete knows that in order to
win, you have to have confidence in
your ability, but if that was the only
factor, why are there cheerleaders? It
is important to have those on the side-
lines urging you on when you feel de-
feated and discouraged.

In this case, we have men and
women who have answered the call of
their country. Some are reservists
who were months away from retire-
ment. Others just joined the National
Guard for the educational benefits.
Active duty servicemen and women
have also been deployed.

All of them, no matter what the cir-
cumstances, have left their homes
and their families to face formidable
opponents in the Middle East.

Yes, they are well-trained, and
physically ready, but what must be on
their minds when they only hear the
anti-war chants and cries of those
back home? Their only cheerleaders
are yelling for the opposite team. We
are committing psychological
warfare on our own military.

We live in a country where we have
the right to speak our minds and
protest the decisions of our leaders,
but it is a right that has been bought
and paid for with blood.

It is a freedom that very few others
have. It is a freedom that our military
service people will die to protect.

Those of us who support the presi-
dent and the troops need to find our
voices. These men and women need
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■ Officer of the Deck Lt.J.G. John Killila directs the USS Providence during operations in the Eastern
Mediterranean on March 14.

Thanks to The Day
for covering sub
To the Editor of The Day:

As a mother of one of the men on
the Providence, and living 300 miles
away, I can’t thank you enough for
your online service.

I have been enjoying your articles
about life on the boat. It really helps
me to feel closer to my son Daniel.

Thanks again and keep up the good
work.

Elaine King
Binghamton, N.Y.

How many more
articles will run?
To the Editor of The Day:

I have a nephew on the USS Provi-
dence. I am interested in knowing
when all articles appear in the paper
regarding this issue. Thank you so
much. God bless America.

Diana Elchert
Carey, Ohio

Bob Hamilton should
talk to my son next 
To the Editor of The Day:

I enjoyed your March 18 article,
“Through the ‘Ditch’ and closer to
war,” about the USS Providence. I
have a son on board – James Sullivan.

I try to follow all the deployments
on the Internet and in the paper. Your
reporter, Bob Hamilton, apparently
didn’t talk to him. I would love to
hear some of his comments, along
with the ones I read from his
crewmates. I hope you continue to
write about the USS Providence and
its involvement. Needless to say, I
miss my son like many other families
miss their loved ones.

Agnes Shilling
Lenoir City, Tenn.

Sailor’s photos
prove very popular 
To the Editor of The Day:

I want to thank The Day for
publishing the articles about the USS
Providence in your paper. I wish the
whole country could see them and
know what a great service these men
do for our country. They never seem
to get any credit, though, because
they are in the “Silent Service.”

The picture of our son, Jason, in
your March 16 article, “’Shack’ brings
world to boat,” was so uplifting for us.
I hope your reporter found him well,
happy, and in good spirits. I would
like to know if I can get a few copies
of that picture; I’ve had requests for
at least four of them.

Vanessa Rinaldo
Waterbury

Articles make it easier
to bear separation
To the Editor of The Day:

I am the girlfriend of Cory
Onigkeit, who is on the USS
Providence. I wanted to say thanks
for printing the March 14 article,
“USS Providence: Men on a mission.”

It makes what I am going through
feel a little more worthwhile.

LaWanda Erwin
Groton

Day’s articles will
be saved for future
To the Editor of The Day:

The Day’s March 15 article,
“Aboard sub, practice makes perfect,”
as well as the others about the USS
Providence, was so intriguing to read.

My husband is aboard the USS
Providence, and the articles help me
picture my husband doing his daily
activities. I truly enjoyed reading the
articles; I’ve decided to save them and
put them in a notebook to read again
from time to time. Thank you.

Rachelle Thornton
Burtonsville, Md.

It helps to hear what
brother is doing
To the Editor of The Day:

I am so glad that you where able to
get your reporter on board the USS
Providence to write about some of
the stuff they go through and how the
sailors live on the sub. My little broth-
er is on board that boat, and it makes
me feel a little safer just hearing some
of their day-to-day activities.

My sister-in-law told me about his
articles online, so I check the site
every day waiting for the next story.

Keep up the good work and keep
the stories about the boat coming.

Jennifer Baker
Mobile, Ala.

Connecticut men
aboard USS Churchill
To the Editor of The Day:

I enjoyed The Day’s March 13 arti-
cle, “Destroyer plays the waiting
game.” I suppose you know that the
city of Stamford “adopted” the USS
Winston S. Churchill.

The commanding officer is also a
graduate of a Connecticut high
school. And an uncle of another offi-
cer was employed by the school sys-
tem in that same Connecticut town.
Of the 300-plus crew, there are no
doubt other Connecticut connections.
It’s a small world.

Keep up the good work.
Tami Graf
Lusby, Md.

Thanks to The Day
for spotlighting
sailors
To the Editor of The Day:

I am the proud mother of Groton’s
Submarine School instructor of the

our support and encouragement.
It is a long way from here to Bagh-

dad, and we need to be louder.
Tammara Horn

Groton
The writer is the wife of a sailor de-

ployed on the USS Providence.

Day reporter Bob
Hamilton and Day

photographer Tim Cook
are currently aboard the

USS Providence, an attack
submarine, covering its
participation in the war.
Families of sailors have

been following the series of
articles carefully and write

to speak of their
appreciation and reaction.

year, Lynn Armon, and am thrilled to
see the article on your web site.

The ability to reprint the article al-
so brought joy also to Lynn Armon’s
father at the nursing home. Thank
you for making this service available.

John & Bette Armon
Zephyrhills, Fla.

Mussolini used gas
before Saddam 
To the Editor of The Day:

Your March 14 editorial “Peaceniks
couldn’t be more wrong” contains a
glaring factual error. Iraq under Sad-
dam Hussein is not the first nation to
employ chemical weapons since the
World War I.

The fascist government of Benito
Mussolini sanctioned the use of mus-
tard gas during the Italian invasion of
Ethiopia in 1935. During the first
recorded attack, on Dec. 21 of that
year, Italian aircraft dumped
cylinders of mustard gas on Ethiopi-
an troops, causing hundreds of
injuries and terrible demoralization.

Robert Farwell
Mystic

Stop this war now
before blood flows
To the Editor of The Day:

I’m writing this letter in response
to Wednesday night’s missile attack
on Baghdad. It was that moment of
truth when I fully realized just what
this hunt for Saddam Hussein (as it’s
being referred to by our gun-slinging,
beady-eyed commander-in-chief) and
the real consequences of going into
war to liberate a people who we aren’t
sure even want to be saved are going
to be.

The loss of life, both American and
Iraqi, could become great as we are
dealing with a ruthless terrorist who is
willing to use innocent women,
children, and men as  his own personal
shields. The cost to our government to
bomb and then rebuild a country for a
people who profess to hate Americans
and have vowed to wage  jihad against
us, a vow that has become a battle cry
throughout the Arab world, is and will
be, phenomenal. War will place an
overwhelming burden against an
American economy on the brink of re-
cession. Peace is not something these
people, who have been battling it out in
the desert since biblical times, either
feel or want when it comes to Ameri-
cans.

I knew deep down in my heart that
this war was coming, whether 52 per-
cent of the American people wanted
it or not. I am fortunate enough to be
at that age of 40-something to have
felt safe and secure to be an American

all of my life. I want this threat of ter-
rorism against our people to be
stopped in order that my children can
once again feel free. I also want the
innocent men and women fighting in
defense of our families who have
been shipped overseas to be brought
home so that they and their families
can feel the same way.

I challenge our leaders, President
George W. Bush. and the almost invis-
ible Vice President Dick Cheney to
stop this madness. If the only objec-
tive is to remove Saddam Hussein
from power, go back to the United Na-
tions, initiate a plan and either send
him into exile or hell, whichever
comes first.

Don’t wait until the weight of
American blood is flowing through
your fingertips to decide that maybe
this wasn’t the right course of action
to take.

Elizabeth A. De Wolf
Waterford

Saddam uses
weapons he denied
To the Editor of The Day:

To all of those who suggest that we
need to give inspections a chance: I
would like to point out that within 24
hours of the start of this conflict,
Saddam Hussein is already using
weapons that he has been claiming
for 12 years he does not have.

Neither the United Nations Special
Commission nor the United Nations
Monitoring, Verification and Inspec-
tion Commission have had any suc-
cess in finding these SCUD missiles.

How long until Saddam Hussein
starts using the chemical and biologi-
cal weapons he doesn’t have?

Michael Olsen
Ewa Beach, Hawaii

Support military
by opposing lies
To the Editor of The Day:

I am sorry Lt. Col. David Lahm
wasn’t there to see his son ride a bike
for the first time without training
wheels. But he is mistaken: In oppos-
ing an invasion of Iraq I do indeed
support our fighting men and women.
I support them by opposing our lead-
ers’ rash and dangerous lust to
invade Iraq for insufficient reasons,
backed by unsubstantiated claims,

skimpy evidence, gross
exaggerations, and outright lies.

To soldiers sworn to obey, to the
American people, to the world, the
Bush administration leaders lie — as
earlier leaders lied about Vietnam.
The pivotal Gulf of Tonkin affair,
proved a hoax, the Pentagon Papers
and even superhawk Robert MacNa-
mara’s anguished confessions prove
that we were lied to by leaders we
trusted.

I support our troops because Presi-
dent George W. Bush and his power-
mad Pentagon handlers’ unstated
true aims are not to liberate Iraq and
install a model democracy: They are
to invade and occupy Iraq, and estab-
lish a military base there, from which
to dominate the region. Ultimately,
they intend to dominate the globe.
That the world will hate us, as much
of it now fears us, and that in
succeeding we stand to lose our soul
as a nation, troubles them not. For
undoubtedly they — like Caesar,
Genghis, Hitler, Stalin — believe their
own lies.

I support Lt. Col. Lahm by oppos-
ing those who for wrong reasons put
him, perhaps all of Islam, and all the
world, in harm’s way. I support him
by opposing arrogant thugs who
rather than have America lead by
shining example, would rule by force.
Do not we both expect better of our
beloved country than it be the world’s
latest bully?

Lt. Col. Lahm, go with my
gratitude and my prayers, sir, and do
your honorable soldier’s duty. As a
free citizen, obliged to fight our lead-
ers’ betrayal, I shall do mine.

Sanford D’Esopo
Groton

Protestors’ twisted
definition of peace 
To the Editor of The Day:

I am writing about the disgraceful
demonstrations that happened on
March 20 in Chicago and San
Francisco. We all have our own opin-
ions of this war, and I do not believe
in war, but I am going to support the
soldiers fighting over in Iraq.

We should unite and support our
soldiers and allied forces who are
fighting so that we don’t have to go
through another Sept. 11. Iraq has
chemical, biological and other

weapons of mass destruction.
Saddam has used them on his own
people.

If you want to hold a peaceful
demonstration, then make sure it is
peaceful. Stopping traffic and
stopping people from entering into
buildings is not peaceful. Fighting on
the streets and causing havoc is not
peaceful. The men and women who
are fighting now and in the past are
the reason you can have a peaceful
demonstration if you want. Show
some respect for your freedom and
your country, and stop disgracing it.

Michael Dreger
Waterford

mother of a young man in the Army
Reserves, felt alienated from her
church by her pastor’s sermons on
Middle Eastern hostilities and U.S.
foreign policy. Fortunately, her result-
ant search for a new “spiritual home”
has concluded successfully.

How unfortunate, though, that in
general, as well as in our places of
worship, anti-war stands are so readi-
ly perceived as unpatriotic and anti-
military, when a central issue in
those protests has been the reserva-
tion of our troops for more just
undertakings than our assault on
Iraq. It is equally unfortunate that
pastors’ statements from their
pulpits, concerning the morality of
American foreign policy are charac-
terized as political commentary, and
that many pastors therefore, are
dodging these difficult issues entirely.

Ms. Gillette worries that anti-war
sermons by Rev. David Good of The
First Congregational Church of Old
Lyme might be heard as the word of
God by young listeners and other im-
pressionable people. President Bush,
however, exhibits no such
reservations about the naive listener
in presenting to the American public
his sense of the “Good News” and its
relevance to the war on Iraq, and to
other unholy “faith-based” initiatives
on his agenda.

I have heard the president speak, of
course, and although a member of
the Roman Catholic community in
Old Lyme, I have also heard Rev. Good
speak on matters of war, and of
peace. I’ll take Rev. Good’s wisdom
any day. He is remarkably able to as-
similate deep spirituality into his
highly-informed thinking about secu-
lar matters, and to articulate his con-
clusions with great clarity.

Some of his conclusions may
indeed trouble the listener. But then,
the Scriptures can be most
discomforting too.

It is the work of the pastor to guide
his or her flock to high moral ground.
The path is getting very treacherous.
The pressing matter of the moment is
war, and the tradeoffs are truly dead-
ly. On such a journey, how much in-
spired guidance can we afford to sup-
press? 

Celine Sullivan
Old Lyme 

Soldiers, sailors
protect our freedom
To the Editor of The Day:

In a 30-second TV spot sponsored
by a group called Citizens United, for-
mer U.S. Sen. Fred Thompson offers
the following timely thoughts for all
of us:

“It’s the soldier, not the campus or-
ganizer, who has given us freedom to
demonstrate.

“It’s the soldier, not the reporter,
who gives us freedom of the press.

“It’s the soldier, not the poet, who
has given us freedom of speech.

“It’s the soldier, who serves the
flag, who defend the protesters’ right
to burn the flag.

“Isn’t it time now to demonstrate
that we support the troops?

“Were it not for the brave, there
would be no home of the free.”

To all of our soldiers, sailors,
marines, and airmen now in harms’
way, thank you for your service and
sacrifice.

John Markowicz
Waterford

A call for more
Goodness
To the Editor of The Day:

Concerning your March 14 article,
“A call to peace,” and Trudy Gillette’s
March 18 letter, “Churches should
minister, not politicize,” I can only re-
flect that, with the president freely
speaking “God talk,” I welcome the
further comments of the clergy.

It is surely regrettable that Ms.
Gillette, widow of a naval officer and

Remember where your
freedom came from
To the Editor of The Day:

Your editorials continue to be bi-
ased to the war on Iraq (March 20,
“The right to speak out”). I think we
should support our president in these
times.

Sure, you have a right to speak out,
but please remember how you got the
freedom to exercise that right.

Calvin Jones
Pawcatuck

Provide balance,
facts in editorials
To the Editor of The Day:

I am sadly disappointed in the re-
search that was put into your March
11 editorial, “A wrong path to war.”

I hope that in the future The Day
will concentrate on publishing arti-
cles that are balanced, and that intel-
ligently discuss both side of the issue.

The Day needs to take into consid-
eration that members of the Ameri-
can public can decide for themselves
what side of the issue they would like
to take, and that the newspaper
should stick to printing the facts.

It is discouraging reading an edito-
rial that is filled with personal opin-
ion and conveniently leaves out
important facts that reflect the other
side of the conflict.

This is an important issue that
should be taken seriously and not
used as a political stage for personal
views.

Please consider publishing editori-
als that utilize unbiased facts, not
ones that have been twisted to rally
support for just one side.

Melissa Hall
Mystic

Day’s editorial was
right on target
To the Editor of The Day:

Kudos on an excellent editorial on
March 19, “Supporting our troops in
war,” I thought the points made were
right on target. Keep up the good
work.

Janice M. Sklavounos
Waterford


