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Near right, crew
members of the USS
Providence take a break
from unloading supplies
while their vessel is
moored alongside the
tender USS Emory S.
Land in the Eastern
Mediterranean
Saturday.

Far right, Electronics
Technician Craig Tuit
looks over CD players
in the tender’s store.

Below, the crew
forms a human chain to
transfer supplies from
the Land to the
Providence.
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Reloading gives Providence
crew a short break ashore

From Al

one. “Steel ships, iron men,” noted another.
“Who let the wolves out?” asked a third.

Technicians from Land were waiting to
get across the gangplank that would soon
be lowered to connect the two ships.

The submarine was low on ordnance af-
ter firing all its Tomahawk cruise missiles
as part of Operation Iragi Freedom last
week, and has been out of fresh vegetables
and fruits for several days.

Within minutes of the announcement on
the Providence intercom system, “Ship is
moored,” the crew of the Land was pour-
ing onto the ship, setting up the gear that
would help reload missiles into the subma-
rine’s 12 vertical launch tubes and the tor-
pedo room below decks.

Other sailors swung cables over to pro-
vide electrical, data, cable television and
base phone service to the Providence, and
connected potable water so the submarine
does not have to worry about utilities for a
few days, after a couple of weeks of com-
bat.

“This is ‘ops normal,”” said Lt. Eric D.
Hansen of the Land crew. “These guys are
so practiced at it, they can get this stuff
done innotime atall.”

Overhead, crane operators began ready-
ing pallets full of food and other supplies
that will enable Providence to finish the
last five months of its deployment.

Land is kind of a combination shopping
mall and service station for submarines op-
erating in the Mediterranean.

“We’ll make the most of it while we’re
here,” said the Providence captain, Cmdr.
Jonathan H. Kan. “Every time you touch
the pier you want to get as much done as
you can to get the ship back to 4.0 condi-
tion, because you never know how long
you'll be at sea once you go back out.”

And the Providence crew is ready to
make the best of the situation as well,
though there will be limited liberty oppor-
tunities. For now they will be limited to
“steel and concrete,” the area immediately
around where the land has docked.

Homeported in La Maddelena, Italy,
Land has surged to a forward operating
area, though the Navy has requested that
its location not be disclosed.

The day had begun with reveille at 4
a.m., when most sailors were barely getting
to bed. As the sun rose with a golden glow,
Kan ordered “station maneuvering watch,”
which requires that every sailor be up and
working.

The ship began to hum with activity, as
sailors without specific duties for the dock-

ing gathered in the crew’s mess to discuss
what they would do that weekend.

The sailors laughed and joked as they
prepared to go ashore, talking about the
beers they will drink at the Argonaut, and
calling home, getting laundry doneg, or just
getting a bed that they don’t have to share
for a few days.

Sonar Technician 3" Class Michael
Curtis noted that during the submarine’s
2001 deployment, there was a port call a few
weeks into the trip and several that fol-
lowed. This time, no one knows whether
they will get a port call at all.

“I'm going to call my fiancé and I’'m go-
ing to have a couple of beers at the club,”
said Seaman Michael R. McKenna. “Some
people might be upset about not being able
to go into town, but is it really that big of a
deal? Not to me. It will be nice just to see
the sun and breath fresh air.”

Electronics Technician 3" Class Nathan
L. Fall said calling his wife was his top pri-
ority. They are newlyweds, married just
seven months ago, and are expecting their
first child in June.

“I'll make it home for the birth, they
say,” Fall said. “I certainly hope so.”

“I’m going to play some pool, some poker,
some spades and some dominos,” said
Mess Specialist 3"d Class Reginald L.
Thornton. “I really wanted to get into town,
but it’ll be good just to get off the boat,
stretch my legs and work out in a real gym.’

“There are already five jobs completed,
tested and reported back ‘sat’ (satisfacto-
ry),” Capt. David M. Volonino, command-
ing officer of the Land, said after the Provi-
dence had been alongside for less than
eight hours. “Anything the sub crew needs,
we provide them.”

The Providence crew, meanwhile,
bucked the tide of Land sailors streaming
onto their ship, headed for the pierside tele-
phone booths to call home and to the con-
venience store to pick up snacks or sham-
poo.

“Every time we pull in, the first thing
people want to do is call home, and then get
mail. Those are the two big morale boost-
ers,” said Kan. “Last time we were here we
loaded 300 pounds of mail, after just a
month of deployment. Who knows how
much we’ll get this time.”

“And the Land has been great about
everything,” Kan said. “They’re not only
doing all our high-priority items, they’re
doing way down into our low-priority
items, everything down to latches on lock-
ers. They are full-service.”
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[ of us at ACE SECURITY, INC. and THE
FISHERMAN RESTAURANT would like to honor

our military personnel, and their families for

bravely serving their country in the Middle East.

For your steadfast service and commitment to the

safety of our nation, we salute you with our deepest
appreciation.

Let the spirit of freedom and independence unite us

all at this pivotal point in time for America.

The time for dissent is over.
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